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REPTILE AND AMPHIBIAN TRAFFICKING 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.12 am]: I am pleased to inform the house that 
almost 250 Western Australian native animals have been rescued by state and commonwealth authorities after 
two successful investigations into illegal wildlife trafficking. Earlier this month, the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife worked with the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service to prevent the attempted export of 
157 reptiles and amphibians after discovering animals in packages sent from Western Australian post offices to 
European destinations. Four foreign nationals were arrested by Australian Customs and Border Protection 
officers at Perth international airport. Some of the reptiles were allegedly found in the luggage of two of the men. 
Skinks, geckos, frogs and pygmy pythons, and other species, had been hidden in cigarette packets and hollowed-
out books. Disturbingly, some had been killed and tagged for use as specimens, and others had died in the 
packaging, highlighting the cruel nature of this illegal activity. The men held in custody face charges under the 
commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and the Wildlife Conservation 
Act 1950. 
During a separate Parks and Wildlife operation, a total of 92 reptiles were found at post offices in Broome and 
Derby, and New South Wales, and in a vehicle intercepted in Broome by WA Police. Three Australian males, 
including a 16-year-old minor, face dozens of charges under the Wildlife Conservation Act. The cooperation and 
vigilance of Parks and Wildlife, customs, police and Australia Post officers in thwarting the attempted trafficking 
of our native wildlife is to be commended. 
However, there needs to be a real disincentive to stop people from getting involved in this kind of inhumane and 
illegal behaviour. That is why a new biodiversity conservation act with increased penalties to enhance the 
protection of our native wildlife will be introduced to Parliament later this year. Currently, maximum fines of 
between $4 000 and $10 000 apply. The new bill will propose increasing the maximum penalties to up to 
$500 000, thus providing a real deterrent and bringing the state into line with commonwealth penalties. 
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